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In The Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A lacrosse-stick head comprising: 

an open frame includInQ a throat, a pair of sidewalls. and a transverse wall 
connecting said throat to each one of said oair of sidewalls: 

said a throat Irwluding two outer side surface s, said throat Intended to 
communicate with a lacrosse handle. 

a tronovorco wa l l, and 

two s id e wall s, - said each one of said pair of sidewalls having an inner surface and 
an outer surface as defined bv a center line of said lacrosse handle^ 

said outer surface of one of said pair of sidewalls and a respective outer side 
surface of said throat defining an outer surface structure. 

said outer surface structure extending outward from a respective one of said t he 
two outer side surfaces of the throat and said one of said oair of sidewalls and 
connected by the said transverse wall, wherein said outer surface structure at l oa s t on e 
of tho sidowa l ls and an adjaoont s id e s urfac e of tho throat aro is sized, shaped, and 
positioned for stably rolling a lacrosse ball of tho at - l oa s t one of tho sidowa ll G and onto 
the adjQcont s id e surface, tho portion along at least half of the Its length i nclud i ng mor e 
th a n on e half tho length . 

2. (Currently Amended) The head of claim 1, wherein said one of said 
pair of sidewalls th e at le ast one of tho cidQwal l c includes upper and lower arms and at 
least one connecting portion connecting the upper and lower arms. 

3. (Currently Amended) The head of claim 2, wherein the upper and 
lower anms, the at least one connecting portion, and the adjacent outer side surface of 
the throat are sized, shaped, and positioned for stably rolling a lacrosse ball along the 
upper and lower arms throughout the a portion of the their length and onto the adjacent 
outer side surface without contacting the at least one connection portion. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The head of claim 2, wherein the upper and 
lower arms and the at least one connecting portion are sized, shaped, and positioned 
for stably rolling a lacrosse ball along the upper and lower arms along substantially ^ 
their entire length of the at le ast ono of tho o i dowallc without contacting the at least one 
connecting portion. 

5. (Currently Amended) The head of claim 1 , wherein along at least half 
ofjte tho portion of tho length includes substantially the jte entire length. 

6. (Currently Amended) The head of claim 1, wherein said one of said 
pair of sidewalls th e at feast ono of tho sidowal ls includes upper and lower arms and, for 
at least one pitch angle of the head, the upper and lower arms cooperate to 
simultaneously support a lacrosse ball throughout a first range of roll angles of the open 
frame i^ead and the adjacent outer s ide surface of the throat supports a lacrosse ball 
throughout a second range of roll angles of the open frame hea4. 

7. (Original) The head of claim 6, wherein the size of the first range of roll 
angles is at least approximately 60 degrees, and the size of the second range of roll 
angles Is at least approximately 30 degrees. 

8. (Previously Presented) The head of claim 6, wherein the upper and 
lower arms cooperate to simultaneously support a lacrosse ball over a range of pitch 
angles. 

9. (Original) The head of claim 8, wherein the size of the range of pitch 
angles is approximately 30 degrees. 

10. (Cun^ently Amended) The head of claim 1. wherein said one of said 
pair of sidewalls the at l e act ono of the eidowolic includes upper and lower arms and the 
upper and lower arms include bases and rails extending in a direction outward from the 
bases and substantially perpendicular to the bases, the upper and lower arms, the 
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bases, and the rails being sized, shaped, and positioned for stably supporting a 
lacrosse ball along the rails throughout tiw a portion of t^ their length. 

11. (Cunrently Amended) The head of claim 1, wherein the open frame 
tiea^ includes a longitudinal axis and said one of said pair of sidewalls tho ot l ooot one 
of tho o i dowallG inciudes a convex shape with respect to the longitudinal axis. 

12. (Cunrently Amended) The head of claim 1, wherein 4he §ay open 
frame twad includes a longitudinal axis and at least one of the said two outer side 
surfaces of the sajd throat includes a convex shape with respect to the said lonoitudlnal 
axis. 

13. (Currently Amended) The head of claim 1, wherein the said throat 
includes an outer upper surface having a concave depression therein, the said concave 
depression having a size and a shape substantially similar to the size and the shape of 
at least a portion of a lacrosse ball for stably supporting a lacrosse ball therein. 

14. (Cunentty Amended) The head of claim 1, wherein the ga^ 
transverse wall includes an upper edge, a lower edge positioned to be adjacent a 
pocket disposed on the saM open frame hea4, and one or more projections extending 
downward from the sajd lower edge in a direction away from the sajd upper edge and 
being sized, shaped, and positioned for grabbing a lacrosse ball from a surface, the 
lacrosse ball being positioned between the said one or more projections and the said 
poclcet disposed on the said open frame head upon being grabbed from the said 
surface. 

15. (Currently Amended) The head of claim 14, wherein the said one or 
more projections are separated by a width less than a diameter of a lacrosse ball. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The head of claim 15, wherein cross-sectional 
shapes of the said one or more projections Include one or more of: polygonal shapes, 
oval shapes, and semi-oval shapes. 

17. (Cun-entiy Amended) The head of claim 1, wherein (he said open 
frame hea4 is integrally formed from molded plastic. 

18. (Currently Amended) A lacrosse-stick head comprising: 

an open frame Including a throat, a pair of sidewalls. and a transverse wall 
connecting said throat to each one of said oair of sidewalis: 

said a throat including two outer side surface s, said throat intended to 
communicate with a lacrosse handle. 

a tran s v e reo wa ll , and 

two Bidowall s. said each one of said pair of sidewalls having an inner surface and 
an outer surface as defined bv a center line of said lacrosse handle. 

said outer surface of one of said pair of sidewalls and a respective outer side 
surface of said throat defining an outer surface structure- 
said outer surface structure extending outward from a respective one of said I he 
two outer side surfaces of the throat and said one of said pair of sidewalls and 
connected by ^ said transverse wall, said outer surface structure of said one of said 
fialLo L a t le ast ono of tho sidewalls and an adjacent outer side surface of the throat 
forming a groove therewithln. said groove being sized, shaped, and positioned for stably 
rolling a ball along at least hajf a portion of (he length of tho at l oast on e of tho 
eidowa ll c and onto tho adjaoont oldo ourfaco, tho portion including moro than on e half of 
tho length . 

1 9. (Previously Presented) The head of claim 1 8. wherein the ball includes 
one or more of a baseball, a golf ball, a lacrosse ball, a mbber ball, a spherical object 
ranging in size from a golf ball to a softball, a softball, and a tennis ball. 
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20. (Currently Amended) The head of claim 18, wherein the said one of 
said pair of at l oast on e of tho sidewalls includes upper and lower amis and at least one 
connecting portion connecting the upper and lower arms. 

21. (Cunrently Amended) The head of claim 20, wherein the said upper 
and lower arms and the said at least one connecting portion are sized, shaped, and 
positioned for stably rolling a said laoro i we ball along the said upper and lower amis 
throughout the a portion of #ie their length and onto dra said respective adjacent outer 
side surface of said throat without contacting the at least one connecting portion. 

22. (Currently Amended) The head of claim 20. wherein the said upper 
and bwer arms and Vf\e said at least one connecting portion are sized, shaped, and 
positioned for stably rolling a said laeFesse ball along the said upper and lower amis 
along substantially the their entire length of tho at l ooct one of th e B i dowallD and onto 
said respective adiacent outer side surface of said throat without contacting the at least 
one connecting portion. 

23. (Cun-ently Amended) The head of claim 18, wherein alono at least 
IMofjte tho portion of tho length includes substantially the Jte entire length. 

24. (Currently Amended) A lacrosse-stick head comprising: 

an open fram e including a throat, a pair of sidewalls. and a transverse wall 
oonnectino said throat to e ach one of said pair of sidewalls: 

said a throat including two outer side surface s, said throat intended to 
communicate with a lacrosse handle . 

a transverse wall, the transverse wall Including an upper edge, a lower edge 
positioned to be adjacent a pocket disposed on the open frame t)ea4, and one or more 
projections extending downward from the lower edge in a direction away from the upper 
edge and being sized, shaped, and positioned for grabbing a lacrosse ball from a 
surface such that the lacrosse bail Is positioned between the one or more projections 
and the pocket disposed on the ooen frame head, and 
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t wo or mor e e id e wa l l s. each of said pair of sidewalls having an inner surface and 

an outer surface as defined bv a center line of said lacrosse handle. 

said outer surface of one of said pair of sidewalls and a respective outer side 

surface of said throat defining an o uter surface structure- 
said outer surface structure extending outward from a respective one of outer 

side surfaces of t he throat and said one of said oair of sidewalls and connected by the 

transverse wall. 

25. (Cunnsntly Amended) The head of claim 24. wherein Ihe sajd one or 
more projections are separated by a width less than a diameter of a said lacrosse ball. 

26. (Cun^ntly Amended) The head of claim 24. wherein cross-sectional 
shapes of ^ said one or more projections include one or more of: polygonal shapes, 
oval shapes, and semi-oval shapes. 

27. (Cun-ently Amended) The head of daim 24, wherein the sajd open 
frame t4ea4 is integrally formed finom molded plastic. 

28. (Cunrently Amended) A lacrosse-stick head comprising: 

an ooen frame including a throat, a oair of sidewalls. and a transverse wall 
connectin g said throat to each one of said pair of sidewalls; 
a throol, - 

a trancvor se walli the said transverse wall including an upper edge and a lower 
edge positioned to be adjacent a pocket disposed on the said open frame hea4, and 

two or nwro sidowa ll p - oxtending outw a rd from tho thro a t and oonn e ct e d by th e 
tnoncvoroo wo l l, vtrherein 8m said throat includes an upper surface having a concave 
depression therein, ttie said concave depression having a size and a shape 
substantially similar to the size and the shape of at least a portion of a lacrosse ball for 
stably supporting a lacrosse ball therein. 
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